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IBEW LOCAL 134, IUOE LOCAL 150 AND LIUNA JOIN COALITION FOR 
RESPONSIBLE DATA CENTERS TO ADVANCE SUSTAINABLE DATA 

CENTER DEVELOPMENT IN ILLINOIS 
Following Governor Pritzker's data center executive order, Illinois' leading private-sector trade and labor unions 

align behind a responsible-growth framework that protects ratepayers, safeguards natural resources, and 
creates high-paying union jobs 

WESTCHESTER, IL - In the wake of Governor JB Pritzker's announcement pausing new Data Center 
Investment Program agreements and calling for a comprehensive data center framework, the Coalition for 
Responsible Data Centers (CRDC) today announced that International Union of Operating Engineers Local 
150 and LIUNA have joined Powering Chicago, IBEW Local 134, and the Electrical Contractors’ Association 
(ECA) of Chicago and Cook County in supporting the coalition's work to advance responsible and sustainable 
data center development in Illinois. 

Over the past several weeks, CRDC has been organizing workers, contractors, businesses and local leaders 
around a simple proposition: Illinois can protect consumers, communities, and natural resources while still 
competing for the infrastructure investment and high-quality jobs that responsible data center development can 
deliver. CRDC was created with Powering Chicago, IBEW Local 134, and the Electrical Contractors’ 
Association (ECA) of Chicago and Cook County as founding partners. With Local 150 and LIUNA joining the 
effort, the coalition now brings together Illinois' leading private-sector unions behind a shared responsible-
growth agenda. 

"CRDC was created for this moment," said Neil Parish, Director of CRDC. "Illinois needs a serious, balanced 
voice for responsible data center development. We agree that growth must protect ratepayers, water 
resources, energy reliability, and local communities. But Illinois should also compete for the private investment, 
tax base and steady, high-paying jobs these projects can deliver. With IUOE Local 150, LIUNA, and IBEW 
Local 134 now aligned in this coalition, CRDC is ready to help shape a framework that does both." 

CRDC said the Governor's announcement underscores why Illinois needs a durable policy framework, 
developed through legislation and stakeholder engagement, rather than uncertainty that could send projects, 
jobs, and private investment to other states. 

"We do not view responsible development and economic growth as competing goals," said Don Finn, 
Business Manager of IBEW Local 134. "The question is not whether data centers will be built. The question 
is whether Illinois will build them responsibly, with the best-trained workforce, strong labor standards, reliable 
power, clean energy, ratepayer protections, and meaningful community engagement." 

“Illinois has an opportunity to lead the country in responsible, sustainable data center development, and Illinois 
workers cannot miss out on this opportunity,” said Terry Healy, Vice President and Special Assistant to the 
General President of LIUNA. “For decades, Illinois’ skilled labor force has powered the state’s progress.  

 



 

LIUNA stands ready to be a driving force behind the future of Illinois’ development of responsible and 
sustainable data centers that protect workers, communities, ratepayers, and the environment.” 

“Local 150 is committed to working with the Governor, legislature, and relevant stakeholders to develop a 
responsible, sustainable, and pro-growth data center policy framework in Illinois,” said Jim Sweeney, 
Business Manager/President of International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 150. “Illinois workers 
cannot miss this opportunity and push it to other states. Illinois workers have led the state’s progress for 
generations, and we are ready to do so again.” 

Data centers are no longer abstract tech projects. They are major infrastructure investments that rely on 
Electricians, Operating Engineers, Laborers, construction workers, equipment suppliers, local businesses, and 
community partners. When planned and built responsibly, data centers can be a transformational tool to 
benefit Illinois: 

● Job Creation: For every single permanent data center job created, an additional six jobs are generated 
in the broader local economy—spanning manufacturing, maintenance, logistics, and local services. 

● Community Benefit: Data centers generate billions of dollars in tax revenue for communities across 
Illinois, ensuring that schools and first responders have additional resources they need. That windfall 
also keeps property taxes lower while providing a higher level of service. 

● Clean Energy Leadership: Tech companies are already the world's largest corporate buyers of 
renewable energy, driving the addition of gigawatts of new wind and solar power to the grid. 

● Infrastructure Partners: Data center developers invest heavily in the localized utility infrastructure 
they require, upgrading local grids and water systems at their own expense rather than shifting costs to 
consumers. 

CRDC believes Illinois can lead by developing standards that are practical, transparent, and enforceable: 

● Protections that prevent residential and small-business customers from bearing costs attributable to 
data center demand; 

● Requirements and incentives that support new clean energy, efficiency, and grid reliability; 
● Responsible water-efficiency optimization standards, stakeholder engagement, and independently 

verified performance metrics; and 
● A predictable permitting and incentive environment that keeps Illinois competitive for investment and 

jobs. 
CRDC will actively engage with the Governor's office, legislators, labor, utilities, consumer advocates, 
environmental stakeholders, local governments, and industry during the veto session and beyond. The 
coalition's goal is to build a framework that addresses affordability, sustainability, energy and water needs, 
transparency, and community benefits while preserving Illinois' ability to win major infrastructure investment. 

"Local 150 and LIUNA joining CRDC’s existing partners sends a clear message," Parish added. "The people 
who build Illinois are ready to be constructive partners in this conversation. CRDC is not here to lower 
standards; we are here to raise them in a way that works. Responsible data center development can protect 
families, protect communities, and create the kind of union jobs Illinois should be fighting to keep." 

About the Coalition for Responsible Data Centers 
The Coalition for Responsible Data Centers (CRDC) unites individuals, businesses, labor organizations, and 
local leaders to advocate for data center development that aligns with the long-term well-being of Illinois 
communities. The CRDC champions responsible infrastructure growth that supports local economies, secures 
fair and transparent electrical rates, and drives meaningful job creation for working men and women in Illinois. 

Learn more about the Coalition for Responsible Data Centers (CRDC) at illinoiscrdc.com. 
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